


A BLACK SCREEN

A disclaimer appears: "No animals, human beings,
nationalities or religions were significantly impacted during
the making of this film."

A BLACK SCREEN

NARRATOR (V.O.)
To understand the following story,
there are two historical events of
which you must be aware.

A title appears -- [flashing] "1000 B.C." [not flashing]
"The planet Midway, halfway between Jerusalem and the Seat
of God"

EXT. THE PLANET MIDWAY -- LATE AFTERNOON

A desert scene, sand, rocks, not a blade of grass. A slight
hill on which a young man, Jesus-of-Jerusalem, in the starry
loincloth of a poor magician, hangs tied to a wooden cross,
looking dead. A few other young men hang around, including
JOSH-THE-JUGGLER, who is juggling some small scrolls, and AL-
THE-ACROBAT, who is doing some extreme body-stretches. One,
MEL-THE-MUMMER, skinny, slope-shouldered, with a distinctly
Semitic profile, about 20, dressed in well-padded, improvised
women's clothes, but without a wig or hat, is busy scribbling
on a pad. A few of the planet's inhabitants, short, teddy-
bearish creatures with human-like arms and legs, paws, and
generous noses, none of whom wear clothes, stand around
silently or sit on rocks. 

NARRATOR (V.O.)
One of these historical events is
the crucifixion of Jesus-of-Jerusalem,
the first son of God. Jesus, a
magician, along with 12 members of
his troupe including Mel-the-Mummer,
Josh-the-Juggler and Al-the-Acrobat,
levitated to the planet Midway in a
vain attempt to reach his father's
throne.

Al breaks off his stretches, looks at the cross, sighs and
shakes his head.

AL-THE-ACROBAT
He's been up there all day and his
father hasn't said boo.

Josh catches his juggling scrolls, regards the cross.

JOSH-THE-JUGGLER
I don't think the Midwayans will cut
him down.

(MORE)
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